
Travel Program 2017

Opportunity exclusively available for DMOs and key destinations!

Purchase a full page In Savor Virginia 
Receive a double-page travel article in Coastal 
Virginia Magazine and Lynchburg Living Magazine

Additionally, both articles will be highlighted on CoastalVirginiaMag.com 
and LynchburgMag.com

Coastal Virginia and Lynchburg Living Magazine publication schedule:
Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/June, Jul/Aug, Sep/Oct, Nov/Dec
Issue that travel article appears in will be determined by availablity and editor’s consideration.
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P erched high in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia, Primland 
Resort sprawls across 12,000 acres. Seriously, it’s huge—with 
lots of room to hike, bike, hunt, fish and golf. As the staff 
likes to say, this pristine place is about the size of Bermuda.

It’s also big on making guests feel rested—and relaxed. 
Rooms are spacious and artfully decorated, many with a European 
flair and modern yet comfortable. You can opt for valet parking and 
have someone carry your bags. Or, coming here, you can simply do it 
all yourself. 

Primland lies in the laid-back southwestern 
corner of Virginia, where homespun hospital-
ity practically requires treating your neighbor 
the same way you want to be treated. Coming 
here also simply means having a good time, 
says Santana Lawson, a mixologist from nearby 
Mount Airy, N.C.

On a Sunday night, Lawson delivers my din-
ner—a spinach salad followed by a trout stuffed 
with crabmeat. I wash it down with a flight of 
craft beers. Still, Lawson tempts me with more on 
the menu, including a dessert stuffed with bacon. 

Is that healthy? I ask. “At this elevation,” she says, grinning, “I would say 
calories don’t count.”

Indeed, Primland sits up high, at about 3,000 feet above sea level. Just 
a few miles from the Blue Ridge Parkway, it’s lined by miles of its own 
roads plus even more miles of trails, including portions of what was 
once designated the Appalachian Trail. That old AT, here, has now been 
restored for guests to explore, hiking among rocks and rhododendron. 

“It’s absolutely breathtaking,” Lawson says. “This is such a beautiful 
piece of land and a beautiful place to visit.”

Breakfast at the resort can include made-to-
order spinach omelets at Elements, the main 
restaurant at Primland, which also serves seafood 
and steaks for dinner. For a lighter touch, you can 
stop in the 19th Pub, with its casual indoor and 
outdoor dining areas, or you can sample such fare 
as a tasty Shrimp Po’ Boy at the Woodland Grill.

Primland took its name from its founder, the 
late Didier Primat, a French businessman. For 
years, in the 1980s, it was simply a business 
that sold firewood off the mountainous land in 
Patrick County.

A Forest Foray» W E E K E N D S

PRIMLAND RESORT OFFERS THE OPPORTUNITY FOR AN ESCAPE TO A 
MOUNTAINTOP HIDEAWAY THAT’S EQUAL PARTS LUXURY AND WILDLIFE

Story and photos by Joe Tennis

Made-to-order omelet at Elements, 
Primland’s main restaurant.
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Getting here from Coastal Virginia, Primland 
is a straight shot across the state—right down 
U.S. 58. But, coming here, you do climb high 
into the heavens. At night, expect the sky to be 
quite dark at the lodge, surrounded by forests. 
Yet, without light pollution from nearby cities, 
that makes it practically perfect for stargazing.

After hours, the resort offers “Tour of the 
Universe,” a popular program that includes tak-
ing a look at the stars through a high-powered 
telescope. Guests can also climb the Primland 
tower, shaped like a silo. There, an astronomy 
expert points out the lights of the heavens, not-
ing stars, planets, comets and moons. 

Away from any kind of metropolis, Primland 
essentially sits in the middle of nowhere. It’s 
also so big that it requires having two main 
entrances: from U.S. 58 near Meadows of Dan 
and another, the south alternate entrance, 
near Claudville.

Come morning, you can hop on horseback. 
Popular equine tours are led by schoolteacher 
Sara George, who offers plainspoken obser-
vations when stopping to see deer or wild 
turkey. “People enjoy coming out here, just 
seeing the woods,” George says. “You listen 
to nature: the wind blowing through the trees 
and the birds singing.”

Other adventurers can mash the gas of an off-
road vehicle and splash through mud puddles 
on the many miles of Primland’s paths. “These 
things can cover a lot of ground,” says tour 
guide Nick Seymore. “You’re probably talking 
20 or 25 miles in a couple-hour ride.”

Primland’s long list of other activities 
includes guided hunting trips, guiding fish-
ing trips, sporting clays, tennis and golf. The 
immaculate golf course at Primland overlooks 
the craggy Pinnacles of Dan and is meticu-
lously manicured. Designed by Donald Steel, 

The Highland Course overlooks the Dan 
River Gorge, the Pinnacles of Dan and North 
Carolina’s piedmont.

“The golf course is a major driver for us,” 
says Steve Helms, Primland’s vice president. 
“A lot of folks up here, that’s one of the main 
reasons they come—to play the golf course.”

For the ultimate rejuvenation, as well, noth-
ing beats an afternoon of massage therapy 
followed by a swim at Primland’s indoor pool. 
Many opt for the popular full-body massage 
then meditate in the relaxation room, sipping 
hot tea and reading Native American literature.

Lodging at Primland includes 26 rooms at 
the main lodge, a handsome, 72,000-square-foot 
structure that is shaped like a barn. You can 
also rent a cabin-style mountain home. 

New this year, you can book a suite at the 
Fairway Cottages. Styled to satisfy guests want-
ing versatility, the cottages include large rooms 
for parties, big beds and terrific tubs as well as 
spacious decks that appear to nearly hang over 
the lip of the Dan River Gorge.

You can also climb inside a treehouse—hid-
den down a lane, away from the main lodge. 
Staying inside that structure is truly the most 
ultimate private palace and aptly named: a tree 
literally grows out of an observation deck.

“June through October is a really busy time 
for us,” says Helms. “And November is really a 
busy month. Golf is still open. And November is 
a great month for hunting.” nCoVa

Want to stay?
Primland
2000 busted rock rd.
meadows of dan, Va., 24120
276-222-3800 / 866-960-7746
Primland.com

Life
weekends

ABOVE: Breathtaking views can be 
found at Primland, along a former 
portion of the Appalachian Trail. 
BELOW: The main lodge was made to 
resemble a giant, rustic barn. BELOW 
MIDDLE: The golf course at Primland. 
BOTTOM: Accommodations are plush 
and comfy in the main lodge. BOT-
TOM RIGHT: A tree grows through the 
deck of a Primland treehouse.
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1-800-368-3097

Discover delectable dining, festivals and fun in Norfolk. This vibrant, heritage 

port city has a hip pub and restaurant scene including local craft breweries 

and Virginia’s first urban winery and tasting room. Experience the city’s culinary 

highlights on a guided food tour. Taste everything from coastal cuisine caught 

fresh from the Chesapeake Bay to decadent desserts. 

Get a taste of our local flavor at visitnorfolktoday.com.
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About Coastal Virginia Magazine
221,000 readership

35,000 copies per issue
Subscription-based controlled circulation

About Lynchburg Living
85,000 readership per issue

20,000 copies per issue
Targeted rack distribution/circulation throughout the six counties of Lynchburg.

For more information contact:

Account Executives:
Sam Wilson at 540-761-3473 or Sam@vgnet.com

Eileen Dalby at 757-773-4075 or eileen@vgnet.com

Jay Bellamy at 252-202-4015 or Jay@vgnet.com

Customer Service Representative:
Kiara Davis at 757-422-8979, ext 125 or email kiara@vgnet.com

1614-4803 Printed 10/07/16

Total Program Print Readership: 748,500


